What is Amateur Radio? 


Amateur Radio 16 &@ scientific hobby: 3 means of Seinins 
Skill in e@eleetroniecs»s and an oOFfertunits bo communicate with 
otner amateurs down the street ena around the world. The 
soility of emateursy or “Hems*s around the world to talk to 
escn other Sives Amateur Raeciio &@ unle@ue gbility to enhance 
imnternationgekl soodwill. 


Anateur Radio orerstors are licensed by the sovernment 
of the countrys in which the smateur lives. In the Uniter 
Statess Amateur KRagio OoFferators ere licensed by the Fecerel 
commuriLcations Commissian,. Yo @arn o@ license an Ameteur 
RZo10 oreretor must learn regulations s @lectronie tLiear + 
and International Morse Coie. The tests are mot dgiffacult? 
Nand srede scnool onildren nmave esrned their Licenses, 
There are five classes of Amateur Recdio licenses in the 
U.5.% the hisher classes have more difficult tests and el low 
mare Frivileses, 


There ere mans different activities within Amateur 
Racio. Pupiic service is 8 very iuimrortant rart of Ham 
Recdio.s Amateurs work with eolicey KMed Uross-s and civil 
defense orsanizaetions aim emergencies when otner weans of 
communication may be disrurted. Hams eleo nandile Tree  mes- 
gages for toe eumlic, 


Mang Amateurs are interested im the tecnnicael -esrects 
of the nopoy. Some hams design their own electronic e@auie- 
memte others tudiad @eauiement from existing ces 
teurs Neve traditionells heen on the leaedins edise of tLechnas 
logical Frogress. Amateurs neve tneir own satellites, ana 
hams are conmbtinuells exererimentins on mew Treeavuenties mever 
before cansidered erectical for communication. 
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Htner names enJjoy working for oFreraetins awards ar eartbie 
Clesting im contests. AWTS and contests affer recoasmition 
to tne ekilledy efficient oreratorsy as well &8& Sivins efree- 
Lice in @excnensing messeses aQuiekiy and effictentiy. 

The most rorular ham getivitys is “ras chewing". This 
1S Simels nevins conversetions with other Names. KRescnewins 
can lead to strong friendsnies with other reorle mung 
tonoaussnds of miles swe. It 26 tnis #@8rect of Amateur | 


that neles rromote internatianael soodwill. 
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Of courses many hams may rarticirete in more than one 
of these activities, Amateur Redio has en activity to 
interest elmoast anyone, 


Cal FPolw Amateur Radio Club Wé6BHZ 


